The Connections Ministry
“Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all.” Charm is deceptive, and beauty is
fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. Honor her for all that her hands
have done, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate. - Proverbs 31:29-31
Ministry History: The Connections Ministry was established in the spring of 2012 after Joyce
Booty initiated a meeting with Pastor Leach and Pastor Gaddis to discuss her concerns about
getting involved in the ministry of The Mount. Joyce was concerned that she had been a
member of The Mount for several months and she had not been connected to a ministry.
Together we formed the connection ministry concept. After several planning meetings with
various other leaders Connections Ministry was born as a branch of the New Members
Ministry. In 2013 The Mount launched its stewardship program, which began by seeking to
enlist all members to become a part of the various ministries of The Mount. As a result of
Joyce’s leadership to the volunteer recruitment event over 200 additional members enrolled
as participants in the work of the ministry here at the Mount. It seemed as if Joyce was on
every major committee in the church but she was simply the facilitator of a team of people
whose job was to create connections between the membership and the ministries at the Mount.

Celebrating
Joyce Evelyn Booty
Loving Wife, Mother, Grandmother, Friend

Ministry Function: The Connections Ministry is now the clearinghouse for volunteer ministry at The Mount.
On behalf of all of the volunteers of “The Mount” we honor the life and legacy of Joyce Evelyn Booty.

Acknowledgment
During these trying hours, the Word of God has truly sustained us. Your prayers increased our faith. Your words
encouraged our sad hearts. Your presence gave us an arm to lean on. Your delicacies helped us
maintain our strength. The fragrance of flowers and the thought expressed in every card added
a touch of beauty to a setting that was initially full of sadness and tears. Because you lovingly
shared, the burden that felt so very heavy is much lighter now. We thank each of you for the
flowers, cards, food and everything done to comfort us.
Thank you from our hearts,
Joyce Booty's Family
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A Life Well Lived

The Celebration

Starting the New Year Off Right…
What a start to the New Year! On January 23, 1948 in Dallas, Texas Thelma and Roosevelt Neal were excited to announce the birth of their
baby girl, Joyce Evelyn.

Processional Clergy & Family
Ministry through Music

Train up a child in the way they should go…
Joyce was a blessed child who had not only the impact of her parents but the care and guidance of her grandparents, Jeffry and Rosie
Brooks who were inspirational in her spiritual walk throughout the years. During her early years of life, Joyce accepted Christ at Greater
New Zion Baptist Church in Dallas. As a young lady, Joyce attended Phyllis Wheatley and later Frederick Douglass Elementary Schools. She
then attended Lincoln and Booker T. Washington High Schools. From which she graduated from Crozier Technical High School as one of
Crozier’s first two African American students who graduated with honors.

Old Testament Scriptural Reading Rev. Aaron Gaddis
Isaiah 49:16

New Testament Scriptural Reading Rev. Cedric Wheaton
Luke 6:38

A Talk with God Rev. Robert Duckworth

And the two shall become one…
Over forty-five years ago Joyce had the pleasure of marrying Odis Booty. Odis recalls being invited to youth
choir rehearsal time and time again by Pastor Patterson. One day Pastor Patterson showed up as normal
and invited Odis to go to rehearsal with him as normal and this time Odis agreed. He and the pastor walked
into the rehearsal and the pastor, to Odis' surprise, announced to everyone that he was a new choir
member. A few minutes later, one of the most beautiful young ladies in the
world walked in and sat in front of him. Being warned that this was Deacon
Brook’s granddaughter, Odis decided to throw caution to the wind. After poking
her in the shoulder three times he got her attention and asked her name. She
shied away from him at first but needless to say, Odis didn’t miss another Saturday youth choir rehearsal.
After some time of conversation and later dating, on February 16, 1968 Joyce and Odis married.

Solo Kevin Gooden
Resolutions Just Us Girls (JUGS)
Greater New Zion Baptist Church
Mount Hebron Baptist Church
Musical Tribute Dean Mills
Reflections Rev. Joe Patterson, Senior Pastor
Greater New Zion Baptist Church

They enjoyed a good marriage and were blessed to parent two sons. They enjoyed spending time together,
vacationing and traveling to such places as San Juan, Puerto Rico. They also visited Disney in Florida and
California, New Orleans to see the King Tut Exhibit as well as many other places. There was nothing like seeing
them in New York City riding through the park in a white carriage, with white horses and a driver with a white
tux and top hat. They often finished by dining in an upscale restaurant in the Twin Towers where they overlooked the city.

Ministry through Music Spirit of Caleb
The WORD of Comfort Pastor Leonard O. Leach
Recessional

Joyce enjoyed her family and her friends. She loved people and really believed, the more the merrier. She was a member of Just Us Girls
(JUGS) card club. She was a down-to-earth lady who enjoyed watching The Young and the Restless as well as The Bold and the Beautiful.
She also enjoyed eating Shrimp Fried Rice, going to the movies, getting a burger, shopping on QVC and the Home
Shopping Network, or just relaxing at home with the grandkids.

Joyce - The Love of My Life
A sweet creation given by GOD oh such a sight to see
Loveliness in motion is the notion my mind revealed to me
Clear bright eyes and a lovely smile that mesmerized me
A gentle persuasion that spoke to all be the best you can be
You were nice to touch even nicer to hold for you were love's quiet fire
Yes you warmed a heart that had turned cold and forgotten how to cry.
I cannot ignore the truth and that is on earth time wins
But these precious years we’ve shared were destined to be something
Time could never end.
Yes I am sad and I have shed tears I am also thankful and
Grateful for all of those wonderful years in this life.
For you were a Wonderful and Outstanding Person,
Mother, Grandmother and a Loyal Wife.
Odis D. Booty, Sr.
Author

She worked for Sears, Roebuck and Company for twenty-eight years, followed by The American Heart Association for
twelve years and then Kathy Nealy and Associates.
I must work the work of Him who sent me…
Joyce joined Mount Hebron Missionary Baptist Church (The Mount) on April 3, 2011. She was the
leader of the “Connect” Ministry and served in a number of capacities; “The Voice” (book store)
volunteer, Unity Fest Committee, Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon Committee, Greeter, Spirit of
Caleb choir, and was on the Senior Trip Planning Committee. She attended Wednesday Bible Study,
Small Group Bible Study, Sunday school and other Senior Ministry activities. Joyce also attended Bible
Study Fellowship (BSF).
Precious memories, oh how they linger….
Those who share these and many other memories include her loving husband of 45 years, Odis Booty, Sr.; 2 sons, Odis Jr., (Chrystal) and
Jeffry Booty (Shannon); 3 sisters, Annette Neal, Kathy Neal, and Donna Davis (Alvin); 2 brothers, Ralph Neal and Ray Neal; 4 Grandchildren,
Jordan Booty, Cameron Booty and their mother Stacy Crawford, Tyler Booty and Jacob Booty; 7 nieces and
nephews, Eric Neal, Alvin Davis, Jr., Kobe Neal, Anthony Booker, Christopher Booker, Ray Johnson and Carla
Leverette; 1 step-son, Michael Barrett; 1 step-daughter, Nicole Haywood; and a multitude of friends, relatives
and church family members.
In that great gettin’ up morning, fare ye well, fair ye well…
Almighty God, On September 19, 2013 You called Joyce into eternal rest. Thank You for sharing Joyce E Booty’s
life and beautiful spirit with us. She will be truly missed but never forgotten.

